
 
 

February 24, 2010 
 

INVITATION FOR FOOD/BEVERAGE VENDORS 
 
Greetings! 
 

Planning is underway for "The Taste of Durango 2010" on Sunday, May 16. Last year we had over 7,200 attendees, most of them were 
locals! We would love you to be part of this great annual event.  This event gives you an opportunity to showcase your products to locals who 
may not know about your establishment. It is also a great opportunity for you to target year round customers. By controlling portion sizes to 
"Tastes", food cost can be reduced allowing you to cover your expenses.   
 
You will receive back one half of the monies that you collect. As usual, half of the monies collected will remain with the CRA in order to fund 
this event and future activities of the CRA. We will be donating a very large portion of the proceeds from the taste to the Manna Soup Kitchen, 
which depends on this event for a majority of their food budget. Manna Soup Kitchen will be providing an army of volunteers in order to stage 
the 2010 Taste of Durango event. Other beneficiaries in 2009 were the Durango High School Pro-start culinary program who won the state 
competition, and even traveled to San Diego for a shot at Nationals. Thanks to your support, last year we donated just over $11,500.   
 
This year we plan to utilize three blocks of downtown Durango from 8th street to 11th street. Event hours will be from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. We will 
once again have live music, a variety of entertainment and additional attractions like a cooking demonstration booth by Pro-Start who will also 
provide some interactive things for kids to do.  The main focus, of course, will be our great food and community. 
 
This year we will be limiting the number of drinks offered by food vendors in an effort to limit over serving. As in the past, Durango’s four micro 
breweries will be invited to attend and serve their beer.  The first ten "PAID" food vendors that would like to provide an alcoholic drink will be 
able to do so.  All restaurants that sell alcohol must remember that the focus should be on the food. Each restaurant that would like to provide an 
alcoholic drink must list their desired specialty cocktail on the reservation form.  We will allow 2 Bloody Marys and 2 Margaritas; all other 
drinks should be specialty cocktails that would complement your restaurant. The Durango Chapter will provide the cups for the drinks offered. 
Drinks may be drawn from a lottery if more than ten requests were to arrive in conjunction. 
 
Cost to participate will be the same as last year and there will be no charge for a liquor license. The “taste” token price of $.50 also remains the 
same. The Durango Chapter Board wants to stress that this is the TASTE of Durango. Your food portions should be Tastes (bite sizes, not meals). 
This allows the public to visit ALL of the booths and taste their wares. There will be a six (6) tokens maximum for each taste you offer.  This 
also includes alcoholic beverages. Last year we had over 24 booths offering food and drinks. It was a busy 4 hours for all of the contributors, but 
everyone had fun and the event went very well.   
 
Please accept this letter as our invitation to join in the festivities by reserving a booth at the Taste of Durango 2010.  Your booth location requests 
will be honored in order of receipt of registration.  We are contacting all previous and potential participants now, only the application acceptance 
date is staggered, so fill in your application and get it to us ASAP! We rely on your participation in order to help the community, and in order to 
keep this event going. We look forward to working with you to again make this Taste of Durango a truly spectacular event. Please sign up today 
and be part of a great event that not only benefits your business, but benefits the entire community! 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sean Devereaux  
Durango Chapter Colorado Restaurant Association 
President 
(970) 799-2853 
devro@frontier.net 
Corey Lorenzo 
Vice President 
(970) 769-7389 
 


